
 
City of Lancaster – Planning 

44933 Fern Avenue, Lancaster, California, 93534 
(661) 723-6100 ▪ planning@cityoflancasterca.gov 

 

 
PRESCRIPTIVE COMPLIANCE CERTIFICATION FORM 

 

In order to reduce the complexity and cost for smaller landscape projects, the State of California allows 
a prescriptive compliance review for residential landscaped areas between 500 and 2,500 square feet.  
Landscaped areas within this size range can demonstrate compliance through this prescriptive 
compliance approach rather than meeting the full standard requirements of the Model Water Efficient 
Landscape Ordinance (MWELO).  
 
The following checklist outlines the requirements which must be addressed in accordance with Section 
8.50.261 of the Lancaster Municipal Code (LMC) and Title 23 of the California Code of Regulations. 
 
The applicant is required to submit this form and the associated landscape plans to the Community 
Development Department for approval. Please email all documents to planning@cityoflancasterca.gov.  

 

1.  Project Information: 
 

A. APPLICATION DETAILS 
Property Address:  APN: 
Applicant Name: Applicant Phone: 
Owner Name: Owner Phone: 
Project Entitlement Number (SPR, DR, etc.):  
B. PLANTING AREA (IN SQUARE FEET) 
Total Landscape Area: 
Total Hardscape Area: 
Grass Area:  
C. WATER TYPE/PROVIDER 

Potable ☐ Recycled ☐ Private Well ☐ 
Water Service Provider:  

 
 

2.  Prescriptive Compliance Checklist: 
 

LANDSCAPE 
REQUIREMENT DESIGN MEASURE LOCATION ON 

THE PLANS 

X. Example Summary of code requirement. Bottom right 
corner of Sheet L-1 

A. Compost 
Incorporate compost at rate of at least four (4) cubic 
yards per 1,000 sq. ft. to a depth of 6 inches into 
landscape area.  

 

B. Plant Material 

Install climate adapted plants that require occasional, 
little or no summer water (Average WUCOLS plant factor 
0.3) for 75% of the plant area excluding edibles and areas 
using recycled water. Reference the City of Lancaster 
Plant List. 

 

C. Mulch 
A minimum three-inch layer of mulch should be applied 
on all exposed soil surfaces of planting areas, except 
areas of turf/grass or creeping or rooting ground covers.  
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D. Turf

Total turf/grass area shall not exceed 25% of the 
landscape area. Turf/grass is not allowed in non-
residential projects.  
Turf/grass (if utilized) shall not be planted on sloped areas 
which exceed a slope of one-foot vertical elevation 
change for every four feet of horizontal length. 
Turf/grass is prohibited in parkways less than ten feet 
wide, unless the parkway is adjacent to a parking strip 
and used to enter and exit vehicles. Any turf/grass in 
parkways must be irrigated by sub-surface irrigation or 
by other technology that creates no overspray or runoff. 

E. Irrigation System

Irrigation controllers are required and must use 
evapotranspiration or soil moisture senor data. 
Irrigation controllers shall be of a type which does not 
lose programming data in the event the primary power 
source is interrupted.  
Pressure regulators shall be installed on the irrigation 
system to ensure the dynamic pressure of the system is 
within the manufacturers recommended pressure range. 
Manual shut-off valves (such as a gate valve, ball valve, or 
butterfly valve) shall be installed as close as possible to 
the point of connection of the water supply.  
All irrigation emission devices must meet the 
requirements set in the ANSI standard, ASABE/ICC 802-
2014, "Landscape Irrigation Sprinkler and Emitter 
Standard" (i.e. Rain Bird or similar system). All sprinkler 
heads installed in the landscape must document a 
distribution uniformity low quarter of 0.65 or higher 
using the protocol defined in ASABE/ICC 802-2014. 
TO BE NOTED ON PLANS: 
All sprinkler heads installed in the landscape must 
document a distribution uniformity low quarter of 0.65 
or higher using the protocol defined in ASABE/ICC 802-
2014. 

At the time of landscape installation, the applicant must provide the owner of the property with 
the approved plans, irrigation schedule, and a schedule of landscape and irrigation maintenance. 

3. Applicant Certification:

A. APPLICANT CERTIFICATION
I/We, _____________________________________ agree to comply with the above prescriptive 
compliance requirements consistent with MWELO and certify that all required information has 
been included on the landscape plans. 
Signature: Date: 
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